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For immediate release, July 7, 2011 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
POPULATION HEALTH FOCUS IN CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIP AWARD 

 

 
An international project focusing on a key component of population health research will 
benefit from an announcement today outlining the WA winners of the prestigious 2011 
Churchill Fellowships.  
 
The project, developed by Churchill Fellowship winner Dr Felicity Flack of the Population 
Health Research Network (PHRN), will involve visits to the United Kingdom and Canada in 
September this year to investigate different models of data linkage in population research 
studies. 
 
Data linkage is used extensively in health and related areas to enable researchers to carry 
out vital work in population health. This work is then used by key decision makers to develop 
public policy and respond to population needs and trends. 
 
The PHRN is a ground breaking project developing Australia’s first national data linkage 
infrastructure. The 2011 Churchill Fellowship awarded to Dr Flack will provide the opportunity 
to further investigate existing international data linkage models and allow in-depth analysis of 
various processes aimed at maximising the use of information for the public good whilst 
focusing on the importance of individual privacy. 
 
“The focus of the PHRN is to provide a data linkage service that strives to find the best 
balance between the need to study populations and the right to privacy. This Churchill 
Fellowship provides an incredible opportunity to investigate and learn from international 
experience so that we can continually build on the significant data linkage infrastructure that 
is being developed here in Australia” says Dr Flack. 

Dr Flack is one of 12 West Australians (from 101 applications) and 107 Australians (from 
more than 1000 applicants) to be awarded a 2011 Churchill Fellowship by the Churchill Trust. 
Churchill Fellowships allow recipients to design research projects, travel the world and further 
their knowledge in a chosen field, before returning to make a real contribution to Australian 
society. 

For more information on the PHRN visit www.phrn.org.au For more information on the 
Churchill Trust visit www.churchilltrust.com.au 

Photographs of Dr Flack are attached in reduced size format for your convenience. If you 
require larger photos or more information regarding Dr Flack’s 2011 Churchill Fellowship or 
the PHRN please contact: PHRN Communications Coordinator, Carole Kerr on 0419 950 570 
or ckerr@ichr.uwa.edu.au or Dr Felicity Flack on (08) 6389 7302 or felicity@ichr.uwa.edu.au 

The PHRN is an initiative of the Australian Government’s National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 
Strategy.  

The PHRN Program Office is proudly supported by the WA Government’s Department of Commerce. 
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